. The experimental approach. C57BL/6 female mice (6-weeks-old) were fed diets with high (D++), moderate (D+) or no (D−) vitamin D3. After 24 days, half of the mice in each group were irradiated with 1kJ/m 2 UVR daily for 4 days, and then were maintained with twice weekly exposure to UVR for the remainder of the study. In the treatment group, after 28 days of dietary supplements, with or without UVR exposure (designated day 0), mice were given DSS orally for 6 days to induce colitis, and then were maintained without DSS and continued their respective vitamin D diet until day 63. All mice underwent colonoscopy at day 34, and were sacrificed at days 35, 42, 49 or 63. An additional colonoscopy was performed on days 42, 49 or 63 when mice were sacrificed.
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